NEWPORT  PAGNELL  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Newport  Pagnell 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948 •  It  is 
divided  into  sections,  each  section  deals  with  one  aspect  of  Public  Health. 
Section  A  deals  with  statistics.  The  Birth  Rate  was  13.34?  that  for  the 
whole  country  was  17.9;  thus  the  Birth  Rate  is  considerably  below  average. 

The  Death  Rate  was  12.36  per  1000  population,  that  for  the  whole  country 
was  10.8 o  The  total  deaths  for  the  year  was  56  From  locally  compiled 
statistics  I  find  that  40  deaths  occured  over  70  and  this  fact  may  account 
for  the  relatively  high  Death  Rate. 

Section  B  deals  with  various  serv  ices .  There  is  little  for  me  to  say 
under  this  heading  as  your  council  is  not  responsible  for  most  of  the  services 


Section  C  deals  with  the  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District, 

Water  -  Both  the  quantity  and  quality  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 
Drainage  and  Sewerage  -  There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year. 

Scavenging  -  The  weekly  collection  of  refuse,  which  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year  has  conferred  most  benefit  on  the  inhabitants. 

Section  D  deals  with  Housing.  Your  council  have  erected  22  houses  during 
the  year  and  4  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise.  There  is  still  a 
demand  for  more  houses  and  the  erection  of  32  additional  houses  mentioned 
in  my  Report  will  considerably  ease  the  situation  when  they  are  erected. 

Section  E  Deals  with  Food  This  aspect  of  the  work  is  constantly  under  the 
review  of  your  Officers. 

Section  F  deals  with  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases.  I  have  reviewed 
each  disease  that  occured.  I  have  furnished  Tables,  these  give  the  incidence 
of  the  various  diseases  under  certain  age  groups. 


SECTION  A.  General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  acres)  3432 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1399 

Rateable  Value  £22773 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id.  rate  £92 

Estimated  population  4530 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births, 

Total  Births  60 

Males  legitimate  27 

"  illegitimate  2 

Females  legitimate  30 

"  illegitimate  1 

Birth  rate  per  1000  13.34 

Still  Births  (males)  2 

Deaths . 

Total  deaths  56 

Males  23 

Females  33 

Death  rate  per  1000  12.36 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  Nil, 


r 
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From  locally  compiled  statistics  the  deaths 


results^ 

70-75 

75-$0 

8O-85 

85-90 

Male 

8 

5 

5 

1 

Female 

3 

6 

7 

5 

Total 

11 

11 

12 

6 

over  70  give  the  following 
Over  90 


Nil  Total  40 


SECTION  B 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  General  Hospital,  Northampton 
has  rendered  valuable  service.  I  should  especially  like  to  mention  the  work 
they  did  in  connection  with  the  small  outbreak  of  Diptheria  at  a  private  school 
early  in  the  year.  All  the  children  in  the  school  had  swabs  taken  from  the 
throat  and  nose  as  well  as  all  other  contacts.  This  was  more  than  50  in  all. 
All  the  swabs  were  promptly  examined  at  Northampton  and  the  results  telephoned 
to  me  after  24  hours.  I  am  sure  that  their  promptness  and  co-operation 
helped  considerably  in  checking  the  outbreak.  I  should  like  to  tender  my 
thanks  to  the  laboratory  staff  for  their  work. 


Ambulance  services  -  On  July  5th  194$  this  service  was  taken  over  by  the 
Health  authority.  It  has  worked  smoothly  and  well  throughout  the  year. 


SECTION  C. 


Water. 


Ash  Hill  Supply  -  Quantity.  The  supply  has  been  adequate  during  the 
year.  On  an  average  65,000  gallons  a  day  have  been  pumped.  This  water  is 

very  hard  and  receives  no  treatment  to  reduce  this  hardness.  The  only 

treatment  it  receives  is  with  Chlorine. 

Quality  -  One  chemical  and  2  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  treated 
water  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

On  the  chemical  analysis  the  Analyst  reports  that  -  the  ws.ter  is  very  hard, 
but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  affect  its  wholesomeness.  There  are  no 
mineral  constituents  in  solution,  but  the  water  carries  traces  of  Chlorine 
and  Chloramide.  The  water  is  of  a  high  standard  of  organic  purity.  Apart 
from  being  very  hard  it  is  consistent  with  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  and 
suitable  for  public  supply.  The  2  bacteriological  analyses  showed  that  the 
water  was  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity  and  gave  a  pure  and 
wholesome  supply. 

Analyst’ s  report  in  both  showed; 

Presumptive  Coli  Reaction  absent  in  100  m.l. 

Bact.  Coli  absent  in  100  m.l. 

Cl.  Welchi  Reaction  absent  in  100  m.l 


Caldecote  supply  -  Quantity.  This  has  been  ample  and  the  average 
yield  was  75,000  gallons  a  day.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  restrict  the 
supioly  by  reason  of  water  shortage.  Some  difficulty  was,  however,  experienced 
by  reason  of  electricity  cuts  which  affected  the  pumps  driven  by  electricity. 
With  the  assistance  of  the  Electricity  Board  certain  alterations  were  made 
to  the  electricity  main  supply  which  has  resulted  in  a  better  service. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  consumption  of  water  appeared  to  be 
rising  rapidly  over  the  whole  area.  In  consequence  a  water  waste  prevention 
inspection  was  started  and  tests  were  made  on  consumers  fittings  and  services. 
As  a  result  of  these  inspections  some  considerable  saving  was  affected. 

This  work  is  still  being  pursued. 

13  bacteriological  analyses  have  been  made  during  the  year  and  I  give 
the  result  of  these  below. 

Also  one  chemical  analysis  was  made  on  8.7.4$.  The  Analyst’s  report 
on  this  was  -  The  sample  is  clear  and  bright.  Is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  Contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents 
in  solution.  Is  of  a  very  satisfactory  organic  purity. 
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;  Presumptive 

Bact,  Coli 

Cl.  Welchi 

Date 

Coli  Reaction 

Reaction 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

13.1.48 

in  20  m.l 

in  10  m.l. 

in  20  m.l. 

in  10  m.l. 

in  100  m.l. 

in  10  m.l. 

17.1.48 

50 

10 

— 

100 

— 

100 

3.2.48 

- 

100 

— 

100 

100 

10 

4.3.48 

- 

100 

— 

100 

— 

100 

7.4.48 

— 

100 

— 

100 

100 

4.5.48 

100 

1 

/ 

100 

_ 

100 

2.6.48 

100 

— 

100 

— 

100 

8.7.48 

— 

100 

100 

— 

100 

I8.8.48 

- 

100 

— 

100 

100 

8.9.48 

- 

100 

— 

100 

100 

8.10.48 

- 

100 

100 

100 

9.11.48 

— 

100 

— 

100 

100 

16.12.48 

- 

100 

100 

100 

«  -  - 

— 

Summary 

13.1.48 


17.1.48 

3.2.48 


4.3.48 


of  Analysts  Reports, 

Water  shows  distinct  bacterial  impurity  while  Bac  Coli  present  in 
appreciable  numbers.  Water  may  not  be  unwholesome  but  is  not  of  a 
quality  required  for  public  supply. 

Sample  of  a  very  satisfactory  bacterial  purity.  Suitable  for  a  public 
supply. 

Of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity.  Suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes , 

Sample  of  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity.  Suitable  for  public 

supply. 


7.4.48  do. 

4.5.48  do. 

2.6.48  do. 

8.7.48  do. 

18.8.48  do. 

8.9.48  do. 

8.10.48  do. 

9.11.48  do. 

16.12.48  do. 


1349  properties  are  supplied  from  the  mains,  of  these  52  are  supplied  from  stand 
pipes;  the  rest  receive  a  direct  supply  to  the  premises.  15  properties  are  not 
supplied  from  the  public  supply,  but  have  their  own  wells. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

No  flooding  occured  during  the  year.  The  present  Sewage  Scheme  remains  un¬ 
altered.  On  the  whole  it  has  worked  as  satisfactorily  as  can  be  expected  from  its 
overloaded  condition. 

During  the  year  no  further  progress  has  been  made  with  thenew  Sewage  Scheme 
For  this  I  am  sorry  as  the  matter  is  urgent  and  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  matter 
being  taken  up  by  your  council  in  1949. 

Scavenging 

The  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  which  has  been 
a  great  boon  to  the  town. 

The  Salvage  department  successfully  competed. "in  a  competition  organised  by 
the  Waste  Paper  Recovery  Board  and  all  those  concerned  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  result. 


SECTION  D  Housing. 

A  further  22  houses  were  completed  by  your  council  during  the  year.  4  houses 
were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

Your  council  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  erection  of  6  houses  on  the  Broad 
Street  Estate,  and  the  scheme  for  the  completion  of  the  Broad  Street  Site  is 
before  the  Ministry  of  Health.  This  entails  the  construction  of  32  additional 
houses .  It  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  completed  during  1949 . 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


t 

https://archive.org/details/b29908206 


Section  D  Housing  (Cont) 


Although  the  Broad  Street  Scheme  will  have  provided  106  h  uses 
and  will  ease  the  housing  situation  to  a  certain  extent;  as  I  said  in  my 
last  report,  there  are  considerable  numbers  of  houses  at  present  occupied 
which  cannot  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost.  Consideration  should  there¬ 
fore  be  given  to  the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  for  people  at 
present  unsatisfactorily  housed  in  these  dwellings. 

SHOT I ON  E.  Milk 

Samples  of  Raw  or  Pasteurised  produced  or  for  sale  in  the  District 
have  been  submitted  for  analysis  and  there  does  appear  to  be  a  distinct 
improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  of  the  milk. 

Meat. 

Only  emergency  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  this  district  and  this 
has  been  on  asmall  scale. 

I  append  a  table  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  according  to  the 
form  prescribed  in  Circular  3/49 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned , 

The  only  slaughtering  done  in  the  district  is 

1.  In  case  of  accident  or  emergency 

2.  Pigs  for  curing  by  the  owners. 


Cattle 

i  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

excluding 

& 

!  cows . 

i 

1-   

Lambs 

Number  killed  if  known 

j 

Number  inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I — 1 

1 

All  diseqses  except  T.B. 
whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

/age  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  T.B. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

23.53 

Nil 

T.B.  only.  Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

1 

/age  affected  with  T.B, 

Nil 

_ _  1 

Nil 

.. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

- — - - 

Fish. 

Last  year  I  stated  that  whole  consignments  had  been  condemned  owing 
to  the  long  period  between  despatch  from  Ports  and  delivery  here.  This 
has  now  greatly  improved  and  there  has  been  very  Little  need  to  condemn 
fish  from  this  point  of  view. 


Ice  Cream. 

A  close  watch  is  being  kept  on  the  production  and  distrubution  of  this 
commodity.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  remove  one  manufacturer 
from  the  register  by  reason  of  unsatisfactory  methods  of  production. 

SECTION  F.  Infectious ^Diseases . 

Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  They  occurred 
in  February.  They  originated  in  a  private  school.  A  Teacher  at  that 
school  returned  from  Ireland  after  the  Christinas  Holidays,  during  the 
holidays  she  had  been  ill  with  Tonsillitis  but  was  certified  as  free  from 
infection  before  returning.  About  a  week  after  her  return  a  few  cases 
of  sore  throat  occurred.  Four  or  five  were  found  to  be  positive  in  the 
Diphtheria  Bacillus  including  the  Teacher  who  has  returned  from  Ireland. 
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She  was  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  other  case  was  isolated  at 
home.  The  2  or  3  other  cases  were  not  resident  in  the  District.  The 
Teacher  had  not  been  immunised  but  the  other  caso  had.  I  swabbed  everyone 
in  the  School  and  immunised  those  who  had  not  been  already  done,  and  gave 
a  reinforcing  dose  to  those  already  immunised.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  no 
further  cases  occurred. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Two  cases  occurred  during  the  year.  Both  were  isolated  in  Hospital. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

One  mild  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  The  case  was  isolated 
in  Hospital  and  made  a  good  recovery.  There  was  no  paralysis. 

Measles. 

32  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  12  males  and  20  females. 

9  cases  were  notified  in  May 
4  do  June 

7  do  July 

12  do  December. 

TABLE  1. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  194&  • 


Disease ..  Total 

cases  notified 

Admitted  to  hospital 

Total  deaths 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomylitis 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

TABLE  2. 

32 

" 

' 

Disease  f  Diphtheria  !  Scarlet  Fever  j  Acute  Poliomyelitis  j  Measles 


Age  period 

N  H 

A 

N 

'  a  y  n 

,  A  ‘  ‘ 

N 

A 

M 

F 

M 

1  F 

M 

1  p 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

|  F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  yr 

1- 2  years 

2- 3 

j 

1 

1 

1 

3- 4 

4- 5 

3 

3 

4 

2 

5-10 

1 

1 

1 

5 

9 

10-15 

1 

15-20 

20-35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

45-65 

Over  65  yrs 

1 

1 

, 

J 

1 

f 

N  denoted  Notification 
A  denotes  'Admitted. :  to  Hospital. 
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1 
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TABLE  3 


Tuberculosis 


Age  Period 

New 

cases  notified  during 
1948 

Deaths  during  1943 

Pulmonary 

N ■'n-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M  'i 

F 

M 

F 

j .  . . 

M 

F 

M 

!  F 

Under  1  yr, 
1-5  years 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

Over  65 

2 

1 

1 

, 

The  Pulmonary  death  was  not  notified. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation . 

On  July  5th  194-3  the  Couhty  Council  as  the  Health  Authority  became 
responsible  for  the  Immunisation  of  children  of  all  ages. 

Until  then  your  council  was  responsible  for  children  between  5-15  years 
of  age-,  and  for  the  administration  of  Reinforcing  doses  to  children  who  had 
been  immunised  already. 

During  the  first  6  months  of  the  year  I  visited  the  Schools  primarily 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  reinforcing  doses,  but  was  prepared  to  immunise  any 
children  who  had  not  already  been  immunised  previously  whatever  their  age. 


Senior  School 


The  results  of  my  visits  are  given  belowj 

Reinforcing  Doses 
81 

Junior  School  89 

Infant  School  70 


240 


Primary  Immunisation 
2  children 
17 
14 

“33 


This  concludes  my  report.  I  an  much  indebted  to  fir  Hopkin,  your 
Surveyor  and  Inspector  for  the  valuable  help  he  has  rendered  me  in 
preparing  this  Report  and  also  to  Mr  Roberts  your  Clerk  for  certain 
statistics  he  has  supplied  to  me 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHAS.  H.  F.  BAILEY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


13th  May  1949. 
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